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ABSTRACT 

A strategy for understanding a monoid is to pass to its category of representations. A strategy for 

understanding a category is to “find” an object for which it is the category of representations. In 

this seminar I’ll present a construction for producing such a monoid, even when we know our 

category isn’t a category of representations. The talk will focus on examples.

Note: This talk is based on joint work with Gabriel C. Drummond-Cole and Damien Lejay (two 

arxiv preprints). My intention is to present the ideas in a way that bypasses the technical category 

theory in the papers and focuses on motivating examples. 




